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1. WHILE THE MAIN CEREMONIES CELEBRATING THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAO ISSARA'S PROCLAMATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE WERE TAKING PLACE IN VIENG SAY AND VIENTIANE, 
THE MAN WHO HAS BEEN THE MOST IMPORTANT POLITICAL FIGURE 
IN LAOS DURING THOSE 30 YEARS, PRIME MINISTER PRINCE 
SOUVANNA PHOUMA, REMAINED IN LUANG PRABANG WHERE HE HAD 
GONE OSTENSIBLY TO PARTICIPATE IN AN EARLY OCTOBER 
CEREMONIAL OPENING OF THE IOINT NATIONAL POLITICAL COUNSIL 
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NEW LEADERS OF LAOS SO AS TO PREVENT HIS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE VIENTIANE CELEBRATION. THE PRINCE'S ONLY PART 
IN THE FESTIVAL WAS A SHORT "RADIO SPEECH" READ BY AN 
ANNOUNCER ON OCTOBER 1 1 . 

2. IN HIS SPEECH (REF C), SOUVANNA REVIEWED, IN A 
DISJOINTED WAY, THE 30- YEAR STRUGGLE WITH NUMEROUS CRITI- 
CAL REFERENCES TO "OLD COLONIALISTS" AND "NEO-COLONIALIST 
IMPERIALISTS" WITHOUT IN THE PROCESS NAMING EITHER FRANCE 
OR THE UNITED STATES, OR INCIDENTALLY MENTIONING HIS OWN 
COOPERATION WITH BOTH OF THOSE NATIONS. HE ALSO TRIED 

TO CLIMB ON THE LIBERATION BANDWAGON BY MENTIONING HIS 
PARTICIPATION IN THE OCTOBER 12, 1945 INDEPENDENCE CEREMONY 
AND IN THE "STRUGGLE AGAINST THE DOMINATION, OPPRESSION 
AND INTIMIDATION OF THE IMPERIALIST AGGRESSORS." 

3. COMMENT: THE PRIME MINISTER'S NON-PARTICIPATION IN 
THE CELEBRATION AT VIENG SAY OR VIENTIANE AND HIS 
PLAINTIVE SPEECH ALL SERVE TO UNDERLINE THE FACT THAT 
EVENTS INLAOS HAVE PASSED HIM BY. HE HAD A MAJOR ROLE 
IN THE FEBRUARY 1973 AGREEMENT AND IN HOLDING TOGETHER 
THE COALITION WHILE THE VIENTIANE SIDE WAS A FORCE TO 
BE RECKONED WITH. HOWEVER, NOW THAT THE VIENTIANE SIDE 
HAS CEASED TO EXIST AND THE LAO PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY IS IN FIRM CONTROL, THE PRINCE HAS NO REAL ROLE. 

HE WILL PROBABLY BE KEPT AROUND UNTIL THE APRIL 1976 
ELECTIONS WHEN HE WILL PRESUMABLY BE ALLOWED TO RETIRE 
TO HIS FRENCH ESTATE. THE LAO PEOPLE WILL ALWAYS OWE 
HIM A DEBT OF GRATITUDE FOR THE RESPONSIBLE AND INTELLI- 
GENT ROLE HE PLAYED IN THE PAST 30 YEARS, THOUGH WITH 
THE LPRP BUSY REWRITING HISTORY HE MAY ONLY BE REMEMBERED 
IN A FOOTNOTE AS AN ELDER HALF-BROTHER OF PRINCE SOUHANOUVONG 
WHO HELD POWER UNDER THE "IMPERIALISTS" BUT LATER COOPERATED 
WITH THE "LIBERATION." 
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